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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION — RAILWAY COAL, PRE-
VENTION OF FIRES,

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Railways: .1, Are inquiries being made by
Mr. Boas in America into the sueccessful
use of pulverised coal for locomotive pur-
" .poses there? 2, In view of the approaching
summer, will he inform the House what
steps have been taken to prevent a recur-
rence of the disastrous fires of last summer
caused by coal sparks from locomotives
firing erops in the wheat belt ¢

The MINISTER FOR BRAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, All land owners adjacent
to the r;l.ilway Tine are being circularised
to plough firebreaks and take any addi-
tional preventive meagures, whilst the De-
partment will plough and chip fire breaks
within railway reserves. WSixty-three loco-
motives have been fitted with the latest
improved standard spark-arrester, and
material is now on the way from the East-
ern Statez to enable the Department to
extend these improvements to an additional
number of locomotives.

QUESTION—GOVERNMENT EMPLOY-
EES, INDUSTRIAL AGREEMENTS.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN agked the Minis-
ter for Works: 1, Ts he aware that an in-
dustrial upheaval is likely to take place
early in this State owing to the long delay
caused by the action of the Governmem
in not having finslised new agreements
with its employees under his control? 2,
Do the Government intend to make new
agreements with their employees; if so,
why is it faking several months to comse to
finality ¥ 3, Are the Government aware
that private employers have entered into
new agreements with their employees to
meet with the increased cost of living? 4,
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If s0, why should the Government sontinu-
ally delay acting in a similar manperf 35,
Do the Government want an industrial up-
heaval in the State? 6, If not, is it not
advisable for the Government to take
action forthwith to prevent same, by adopt-
ing conciliatory methods?

The MINISTEE FOR WOREKS replied:
1, No. 2, Yes, and the agreements when
made will date from lst August. 3, No.
4, Answered by No. 2. 3, No. 6, Answered
by No. 2.

QUESTION—TRANSPORT ‘‘SUEVIC,'!
DELAY AT FREMANTLE.

My, FOLEY asked the Celonial Secretary:
Will he cause inquiries to be made as to the
delay of the transport ¢‘Suevie’’ at Fre-
mantle, and endeavour to- find if the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trost were in any way re-
spousible?

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for the
Colonial Secretary) replied: I am informed
by the Fremantle Harbour Trust that they
are not aware there was any delay, The ship
was worked in accordance with the instrue-
tions of the agents; discharge of cargo was
completed about 11.30 am, and the ship
pulled out about noon.

QUESTION—REPATRIATION,

‘Mr. O’LOGHLEN asked the Premier: 1,
How many soldiers, not receiving sustenance
have had applications lodged for land for a
period of two months or over? 2, How many
soidiers have reccived appointments as super-
visors and inspectors? 3, What rank did
these appointees hold?

The PREMIER replied: 1, 715 men, hold-
ing qualification certificates for two montha
or over, are still unsettled, but many of these
have not lodged definite applications for
land. Sustenance ia a Federal matter, and
the number of these men not drawing susten-
ance cannot be stated. £, The number of in-
spectors employed by the Agricnltural Bank
whe are returned soldiers is 14, 3, Their
ranks are: captains 2, Heutenant 1, sergeant-
major 1, sergeants 3, privates and troopers 7.
In addition to these, five others were ap-
pointed, but they resigned their positions,
Their ranks wera: lieutenant 1, sergeants 2,
privates 2.

QUESTIONS (2) — STATE
SAWMILLS.

Projected Sale.

Mr. O’LOGHLEXN: asked the Minister for
Works: 1, How long have negotiations been
going on between the French representatives
and the Industries Board for the purchase of
the State sawmills? 2, What area of virgin
forest country is it proposed to sell with the
mills? 3, Who iz the loeal agent for the
company¥ 4, Will he make the papers avail-
ahble?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Following on the visit of Colonel Mathey
a report giving information respecting the
State sawmills was prepared and forwarded
in October, 1918 2, None, but the pur-
chasers will acquire the rights now held by
the State sawmills to cut timber over 321,611
acres, subject to the forestry regulationsand
charges. 3, Mr. Antoine, Fremantle. 4, It
g propoaed to submit to Parliament a mo-
tion dealing with the matter, shortly. All
papers will then' be made available.

Attitude of Country Party.

Mr, OQ’LOGHLEN asked the leader of the
Country party: 1, Is he aware that.the Gov-
ernment cOntempIate selling the State saw-
mills? Iz he also aware that the Govern-
ment propose retaining the State Tmplement
Works? 3, What is the intention of his
party in regard to the proposed salef

The LEADER OF THE COUNTRY
PARTY replied: 1, Yes. 2, No.
not considered the question.

3, Have

'QUESTION—POISON CARTS,’
CORRIGIN.

Mr. HICEMOTT asked the Honorary
Minister: 1, Is it a faet that poison carts
aré being withdrawn from Crown lands in
the Corrigin district? 82, If 'so, seeing this is
the time when rabbits multiply more rapidly
than usual, will he have the poison ecarts
replaced

The HONORARY M[NISTER replied: 1,
For 2 limited period as many as five State
pomou carts were operating on Crowid lands
in the Corrigin district; three carts were
withdrawn on the 1st Jnly, and one durmg
last month, leaving one eart there. 2, Last
year the Goverument undertook to destroy
rabbits on the worst breeding places on
Crown lands. A large sum was spent and
the pest greatly reduced. It is not possible
to gontinue cxpenditure on the same scale
as Jast year, now that the rabbits have been
redueed to the extent that they earn be
efficiently dealt with by the vermin boards
and land-holders in aceordance with the Ver-
min Act. A reduced number of poison ecarty
will atill be kept in operation, and the chief
inspector of rabbits has been instructed
to use thgse only on breeding places on
Crown lands, and in places where the menace
is greatest. The sum of £6,000 has heen
provided for this purpose on the deaft Esti-
mates. -

QUESTION—NATIONAL
WOREERS.

Mr. THOMSON asked the Premier: 1, Ts
the statement of the secretary of the
national workers, appem’mg in the ‘fWest
Australian'’ of the -3rd Beptember, that
members of that union were in a state of
semi-starvation owing to unemployment and
distress, correet? 2, If go, what action does
the Government intend to take to remedy
this state of offairsf
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The PREMIER replied: 1, It is difficult to
credit this statement, as I am advised by the
Government Labour Burean that there is
plenty of clearing with reasonably good re-
muneration available in the country, 2, Re-
lief is always available from the Govern-
ment in ¢ases of distress. Eight nationaliats
are drawing relief in this way at the present

moment.
»

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, BRANCH
ADMINISTRATION,

Mr. WILLCOCK asked the Minister for
Railways; 1, Is it a fact that during the ab-
gsence of Mr. E. A. Evans (Acting Chief
Mechanical Engineer) in the Eastern States,
that gentleman appointed Mr. Kennedy, chief
clerk, to carry on the administration of the
branchf 2, Is it a faet that in so doing,
Mr, Evans ignored Mr. Rigg, Superintendent
of Loce. Running, an officer with 25 years’
experience in the loco. branch? 3, Is it a
fact that bLoth those officers were appliconts
for the position of Commissioner of Rail-
ways® 4, Will he lay the papers in connec-
tion with this matter on the Table of the
Hougef

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS re-
plied: 1, Ow'mg to the fagt that several of
the engincering officers were at the time em-
ployed in acting eapacities, the chief elerk
wag authorised to &ign, as far as possible,
on behalf of the Act.mg Chief Mechanical
Engineer during his absence in Melbourne,
but subject always to the.supervision of the
Chiet Mecchanical Engineer, who was at the
time Deputy Corumissioner of Railways. 2,
Az Mr. Kvang wag absent from the State
for less than three wecks, it was not consid-
ered necessary to appomt an officer to act
ag Acting Chief Mechanical Engineer during
that time. 3, No. One 'did noi apply. 4,
Yes. ’

QUESTION—MEDICAL AND HEALTH,
DEPARTMENTAL REPORT.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN asked the Colonial
Secretary: When will the report upon the
Medical and Health, ete., Departments for
year ending 31st December, 1918, he placed
on the Table of the House?

‘The MINISTER FOR MINES (for the
Colonial Seeretary) replied: As early as pos-
gible. The delay in the preparation of this
report has been due to the department con-
cerned working at high pressure owing to
the outbreak of influenza.

QUESTION—GREAT WESTERN
RAILWAY STRIKE.

Mr. DUFF (without notice) asked the
Premier: 1, What is the position with re-
gard to the Grent Western Railway strike
and the possibility of its early settlement?
2, Whether, in view of the great inconveni-
¢nce, hardship, and expense inecurred by those
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persons desirons of proceeding to or from
the Eastern States, he will approach the
Prime Minister and obtain his consent to
the public being permitted to travel as or-
dinary passengers on trausports on which
there are vacant berths?

The PREMIER replied: "1, I am unable
to give the hon. member any information in
regard to the strike; I know there is a strike
and that the trains are pot rumning. 2, I
will make representations to the Pederal au-
thorities with regard to the question of pas-
sengers travelling on the transports.

QUESTION—DEPARTMENTAL
REPORTS.

Hon. P, COLLIER (without notice) asked
the Premier: Will he endeavour to have the
reports of the varions departments presented
to Parliament at the earliest possible date,
particularly the report of the Auditor Gen-
eral, in order that this may be hére before

we are called npon to comsider the Budget? -

Many of these reports are altogether over-
due.

The PREMIER replied: I will endeavour
to have these reports prepared and presented
to the House as soon as possible.

BILL—MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Introduced by Hon. W, C. Angwin and
read a first time.

BILLS (2)—RECEIVED FROM THE
COUNCIL.

1, Mental Treatment Ac¢t Amendment.
2, Health Act Amendment.
Read a first time.

BILLS (3)—THIRD READING.
1, State Children Aet Amendment.
2, Justices Aet Amendment.

3, Kalgoorlic Friendly Socicties Invest-
ments Validation.
Trasmitted to the Legislative Council.

BILL—TRAFFIC.
In Committee. _
Resumed fromi 2nd Septembar; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair, the Minister for Works in
eharge of the Bill.
Clanse 7—The leensing authority:
Mr. NATRN: I move an amendment—
That in Subelaunse 1, line 3, the words

“‘loecal authority’’ be struck out and
‘‘Commissioner of Police’* inserted in
lien.

The question resolves itself into ome as to
who shall administer the Act, the local au-
thorities or the Police Department. In my
opinion the police should have control, be-
cause this particular law would be adminis-
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tered both with a greater amount of satisfac-
tion to the local anthorities and less frietion
with the publie. The handling of these mat-
ters by local authorities hag been highly un-
satisfactory. The police have a better or-
ganisation than can be expected of any loecal
authority. The- police are found in almost
any part of the Stdte in sufficient numbers
to see that the intentions of the legislature
are carried out, and their training and ocev-
pation better fit them to do this work. I do
not say that the police shall be the only
people to effect this control, because in
gome of the outlying distriets the road’

. boards would be called upon to carry out

thiz administration. As the Bill now stands.
the Police Department will only take a sec-
ondary position, while the local authorities
will have the premier position. That is wrong.
‘We are much more likely to get uniform con-
trol ‘throughou{ the State if that control is
in the hands of the Palice Department, At
the present time we find that one local au-
thority imposes one set of conditions and

‘another imposes quite a different set, or per-

baps none at all. There iy no power pro-
vided vfor bringing about uniform conditions.
After all, that is the intention of the Bill,
and if that intention is not carried out the
Bill will fail.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Thig v..lause only deals
with the issue of licenses.

Mr. NAIRN: If we agree to the principle
of the police controlling this department, I
presume the police will also issue.licenses. If
the Bill is to be confined to control by local
authorities, it will not prove of any use;
there will be confusion, We need not go
even outside Perth to ask ourselves which
will be the most competent autherity to
carry out the intentions of the measure,
‘What opportunity is there for the local an-
thorities to appoint sufficient inspectors to
deal with what are commonly called motor
hogst

Hon, P. Collier: There is provision in the
Bill for the police to take action there.

Mr., NAIEN: But the Bill does not give
the Police Department econtrol. The police
will be subordinate to the local authorities.
If the measure is not going to be effectively
carried out it had better not be there at all

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What you are talking
about comes under Part ITIT, of the Bill

Mr, NATRN: It will mean that we will
have local aunthorities ecollecting fees while
the Police Department will be earrying out
the law, I would like to see the Police De-

‘partment take complete eharge of the Bill

I cannot see how it ean be earried out effec-

. tively otherwige.

Mr. ANGBLO: The amendment moved by
the hon, member will cover most of the sug-
gested alterations to which I referred in the
course of my second reading speech on the
Bill. The Police Department are an organ-
ised body; they have a head, and from that
head directions will be issued as to how the
traffic shall be regulated. One can imaging
how difficult it will be for’ traffic inspectors
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appointed by local authorities t¢ carry out
these regulations.

Hon. P. Collier: You are right off tha
track,
My, ANGELO: In connection with the

repulation of motor traffic, we find that
traffic inspectors are to be appointed.

Mr, Pickering: Mr, Chairman, we are not
discussing traffic inspectors; we are discuss-
ing the licensing anthorities.

Mr. ANGELO: The matter should be en-
tirely in the hands of the police,

Hon, .T. Walker: The point raised by the
member for Sussex should be deeided. We
are diseussing who shall issue licenses and
receive fees, not the administration of the
measure generally.

My, ANGELO: I contend that if the local

authorities are allowed to issue licenses the
other amendments which we propose to sug-
gest will be useless. We want the police to
issue tho Heenses and alse to control the
traffie, and when we are advancing onr argu-
ments we should be allowed to mention other
advantages which must accrue.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member is
discussing & principle of the Bill which is
not dealt with in this clause.

Mr. ANGELQ: Perhaps it will be possible
to re-commit the clausa. I will satisfy my-
salf by agaein urging that the Commissioner
of Police should be the person authorised to
issue licenses. Later on I will move amend-
ments in the direction of securing the regu-
lation of the traffic by the police.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: To me
the idea of placing the matter of the colles-
tion of fees and dealing with other things
of that sort in the hands of the Police De-
partment is zidieulous. The fees are col-
leeted by local autherities and they are de-
voted to the maintenance of roads. What
would hon. members do with the fees if they
were collected by the policet The money
would go into Consolidated Revenue if it
was collected by the .Poliee Department.
Would hon. members then desire the Govern-
ment to make a special subsidy to eael of
the road boardst .

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The same as they
do in the other States.

The MINIRTER FOR WORES: The
main object of the Bill ig to get uniform
laws and treatment throughout the Siate,
and if for no other reason it is desirable that
it shonld go through. If members decide
that tho police should have comtrel of this
business it will be necessary to re-cast the
Bill. It is quite a surprise to me that the
matter should be brought forward in this
way. :

Hon, P. Collier: It is an unfair advantage
that they are taking of the department. No-
tice should have been given.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the

Bill has te be re-cast hon. members most

take the respomsibility.

.Mr. DUFF: I intend to support the amend-
ment. Hon. members who belong to read
boards will agree that invariably those road
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oards have to gesh :he assistance of the
police for the purpose of collecting wheel
and other small taxes, As a matter of fact
that is the only way in which those taxes
can be collected, because the police in their
patrol work are able to find out by whom
the roads aré used. The idea of employing
the police to issue licenses is an excellent one.
The servieea of the police should be utilised
and, if we do allow them 10 per cent, for
collecting these feey, the money will be well
spent,

Hon. T.. WALKER: It is evident now
why some members desire the police to issue
licenses. The idea of collecting the tax in
plain clothes is absurd when & policeman
can be obtained, with all the intimidation
that his uniform implies. Some membars
think the country should he run by the police
——police everywhere and watching every-
thing. Does the hon, member know that the
objeet of the clause is merely a matter of
hook-keeping with the local bodiest All the
moiigy -eollected has to go to the road board
for the construction and maintenance of
roads. If the police are to have the book-
keeping, the records and the funds, how
can the road boards become au fait with
those who bhave and those who have not
taken out licenses, and how can they keep
their accounts wp to date?

Hon, W. C. Angwin:
will require a typewriter.

Hon. T. WALEKEER: If the police cal-
lected the fees, they ‘could not apportion
them. They would have to pay the money
into the Treasury, whence it would be is-
sued again, and there would be book-kesping
galore. As the great need of the State is
for economy and the avoidance of duplica-
tion, the proposal is absurd. To suggest
that the police can do this work better than
the toad board secretary, is to esst a Te-
fleetion on the latter.

Mr. Duff: The secretary could not go
out and collect the fees.

Hon. P. Collier: How is gll the collect-
ing of local bodies done?

Hon, T. WALKER: 71t is his duty to
collect them. I can understand the road
beard with which the member for Clare-
niont is ‘mssociafed shuffling everything pos-
sible on to the police. The police in the
country districts are already overworked.

Mr, O'Loghlen: And in the ecity too.

Hon. T. WALEKER: All of them are
overworked; they are the worst paid class
of pnblie servants and vet thera iz a desire
to place everything on their shouldera.
ready the policeman has to be a well-
trained, well-educated and well-drilled man
and, on top of this, membera desire him to
be a clerk, a book-keeper and an auditor,
managing everything that the road board
gecretary or town clerk should manage. The
policeman is & most important funetionary
alrezdy beeause of the numerous dutiesim-
posed upon him.,

Mtir.' Smith: The police are to get 10 per
Cent.

Each policeman

o
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The Homorary alinister: The point is
that, ot present, the individual is respor-
sible for paying the license fee at the road
hoard office. Under the amendment, we
wouldl relieve him of the responsibility and
require the police to go chasing people all
over the counntry.

Hot. T. WALKER: Quite so. It is the
duty of citizens to pay their taxes and
licouges, and road bonrd secretaries do not
generally allow citizens to forget their ob-
ligations. 'The member for Claremont de-
gsires the police to go fossicking around for
people without licenses.

My, Duff; Youn would not look them up;
you would trust to their honesty.

Hon. T. WALKER: This is not a ques-
tion of honesty. The whole question is who
ghall issue the licenses.

Mr. Duff: Later on in the Bill, the Com-
missioner of Police is given power to grant
drivers’ lcenses. )

The Minister for Works: DBecause those
drivers have to undergo an examination,

Hon. T. WALKER: That is quiter a
different matter. The licenses should be is-
sued by the road board secretary who hag
to keep a record. IXle must have a record
ultimately, even if the police were em-
ployed. - The issuing of licenses i3 a cash
transaction. The local authorities require
to know what funds they have and the money
has to be spent on specific road work.

Mr. THOMSON: [Perhaps the object of
the member for Swan (Mr, Nairn) will be
attaingd if we provide that the licenses
shall be issued by the logal authority or by
the police if autliorised by the local anth-
erity. T am nob prepared to delete the local
anthotrity, Tn the country, there are many
very large road districts, The Eatanning
road board, with which I was identified, ex-
tends 80 miles eastward, and it is absurd to
say that the scéretary should ot could iasue
every license. There are many vehicles for
which no lieense fees are paid, because a
man hag to be caught with his vehicle on
the rtond before a leense cnaii be demanded
of him. - :

Hon..P, Collier: That is not so. .

I\{r. THOMS0N: That is the Jaw at pre-
sent. .

Hon. P. Collier: ' I -am telking about this
measure

Mr. THOMSON: TUnder the existing
Act, it is mecessary to prove that the man
t4 naing the road. Tf a vehicle is being
vsed on private land only, a licensa fee can-
not be claimed. This is one of the difficul-
tiee which the 1loeal anthorities are up
againat.

Hon. T. Walker: You would have a police-
man stationed at the man’s gate.

Mr. THOMSBON: I am' speaking from
experience.

Hon. W, ¢}, Angwin: What is the use of
talking about that when this measure re-
peals it?

Mr, THOMSON: The locdl authorities

have: not power to delegate duties to the
police. The police might be overworked
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but, in the agrienltural areas, they call upod
every farmer at least once a year to collect
statistics. : .

Mr, Pickering: They do not.

Mr, THOMSON: In my distriet they do.

Mr, Foley: This Bill is not for your dis-
triet alone. :

“Hon, W. C. Angwin: If a farmer does
not pay his rates; does the rate collector
call upon him%

Mr. THOMSON :
collect statisties.

Mr. Pickering: Farmers send them in by
post.

Mr. THOMSON: XNot in my distriet. It
wonld be a gerat advantage te loeal
anthorities if they could delegate to the
police the duty of collecting these licenses
at the same time.

Mr. Smith: Could not they do that with-
out it being incorporated in the measure.

My. THOMSON: I do- not think so, The
police have refuged to do this work, If
my suggestion is mot supported, I shall
stick to the loeal aufhority.

*Mr, FOLEY: The member for Katanning
(Mr. Thomaon) hag missed the point of the
clause. We are not dealing with the ques-
tion of whether a man is going to license
his vehiele. The point is that, in the event
of a license being issued, it shall be issued
by the loeal authority. A The clause does not
contemplate that any official shall be sent
out to ascertain whether there are vehicles
requiring te be licemsed.  This elanse
merely deals with the power of a local
anthority to issue a lieense in the event of
a license being applied for. Data can be
obtained through the police econcerning
persons- whose vehicles are unlicensed, and
then those people can be prosceuted, The
onus of proving that & vehicle is licensed
should-be thrown on the owner, and not on
the local aunthorities or on the police, both
of whom have enough to do already. I
believe that under this c¢lause a local auth-
ority conld delegate to a member. .of the
police forece the power to collect fees and
izsuc licenses. . o

Mr. TROY: I support the claunse as it
stands, The local authority is to issne the
license, and the money paid for the license
fee is to go into the funds of the local
authority; and that is eitirely proper. The
collection of license fees by the polics in
suech distriets as that of Mount Magnet,
for instance, would be utterly impraectic-
able. :

Mr. PIESSE: The 'local authority is the
proper autherity to issue thege licengea. T
fail to sec how members of the police force
eould help the loeal authority as regards
outlying localities, which are but rarely
vigited by the police. Does this c¢lause em-
power the loeal aunthority to authorise other
persons to colleet license fees? )

The Honorary Minister: Any road board
ean delegate that power now.

Mr, PIESSE: That is sufficient to enable
the locil authority to earry out the clause
éffectually. In my expérienco as a read

The police have to
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board member, the chief difficulty was to
prove that a person used a partienlar
vehicle on the roads of the distriet.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Can the Minister
gay whether a farm may be called a “‘busi-
ness establishment?'?

The Minister for Works:
called & good many thinge,

Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: This clause usas
the words ‘‘business establisbment,’’ and
if ‘a farm is not a buginess establishment
farmers cannot be made to pay the license
fees. I suggest to certain hon. members
that if they do net want the farmer to pay
anything under the Bill they should move
the “insertien of a elause exempling him
from payment. Undoubtedly the local
authority is the proper authority to issue
licenses under this measure, If the con-
ditions here were similar to those in South
Australia and Vietoria, I would agree with
the opponents of this partieunlar provigion.
But in this State the only fuunds, apart
from. rates, which read boards can get for
the maintenance of roads are these license
teea.

Mr, NATRN: I have no desire to deprive
the local authorities of any of their rev-
enue.  Certainly the debate has proved
that at the present junciure the 1local
authorities are the proper people to collece
the fees. The point I wish to raise, how-
ever, is, which is the best authority to
adminiater the measure? I take it that
the Committee’s decision on this clause will
have no bearing on that question. Perhaps
my action has been somewhat premature.
T desire to correet the Minister’s statement
that -the funds of road boards are
always used for the wupkeep of roads,
though I believe that in most cases al
the funds are devoted to that purposs.
Perth collects about 40 per cent. of the whole
of the fees paid in the State, and I contend
that the municipality does not give any ma-
terial return to the owners of the vehicles,
However, 1 suggest it would be well to aliow
this to go, and raise the question of adminis-
tration later on.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr, PICKERING: Subclause 3 provides
that vehicle licenses shall be granted by the
local antherity, within those distriets in'which
the owner of the vehicle resides at the time
of the application for the license; and it is
further provided that a body corporate shall
be (deemed to reside in the district in which
ita. principal place of business is situated. I
o not think that is. at all satisfactory. Take
Millar’s Timber & Trading Co., whose chief
place of business is in Perth. If they are to
pay their license fees within the distriet in
which their prinecipal place of business is
situated, clearly the fees will go to Perth,
instead of pgoing to the local authority in
whose district their vebicles operate. Many
other ownerg of vehicles do not reside in the
district in which their vehicles are operated,
and therefore their license fees will be paid

A farm can be
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in a district not coneerned with the damage
done by the vehicles.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
all provided for. The point has been thought
out by the framers of the Bill. Clause 12
providles that the local authority which has
received any license fee for a vehicle used
for the carriage of passengers for hire, or
the carriage of goods for reward, shgll if
the license has been wholly or mainly exer-
cised in another distriet, pay such fee on de-
mangl to the local authority of such other
district. And if any dispute arises between
the local authorities touching the question as
to which distriet a leense hag been exercised
in, the question shall be tried and deter-
mined by a police or resident magistrate.

Mr. Pickering: But that is not satisfac-
tory. It will lead to a lot of litigation, The
license fee ought to be paid to the local au-
thority of the district in which the vehicles
are operated.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There ia
no diffieulty whatever about the propesal in
the Bill. The fee will mitimately reach the
local authority in whose distriet the vehicle
is meinly cperated. And, what is of import-
ance is -that the rule gshall bhe uniform
throughout the State,

Mr. MONEY: Will the Minister inform ua
whether it is intended to issue the forms of
license? 1In the past, license. forms have
heen set out in the schedules of Bills, Hers
we have no sechedule and no form of license. '
I think the forms should be set out in the
Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There is
power- under the regulations——

Hon. P, Collier: To do anything under the
sun,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ne, but
to do as much as we can.for the benefit of
gverybody concerned. A form of license will
be drawn up in the Public Works Department
and will be made uniform throughout the
State.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 8—agreed to.

*Clause 9—Applicition for license:

Mr. SMITH: The clanse will operate
barshly in the case of a man who takes out
a license in the cloging months of the year.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: Claunse 11
will show that provision is made which will
proteet & man who takes out a licernse in the
elosing months of any year. Such a man
will not be muleted in the full year’s fee.
However, T move an amendment—

That in Suvbelavse 2 all words after

‘*means’’ be struck. out.

My purpose is to insert: other words which
will kave the effect of closing the licensing
year on the 30th June, so as to coincide with
the end of the State’s finaneial year.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN : This amendment may
lead to difficulty. If it is the intention of
tlie Minister to alter the financial year of
tlie local autherities, the amendment should
be made in the Municipalities Act.
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The Minister for Works: It is only in re-
gard to the duration of licenses.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: But it will make a
difference to the loeal authorities.

Mr, Smith: At present the licenses run
concurrently with the finaneial year of the
local authorities, which ends on the 3lst De-
cember.

Hon. W. C ANGWIN: A very good time,
too, because all the holders of licenses look
to renew then in Jamunary., I de.not see any-
thing to be gained by the amendment, and in
any case it has no bearing upon the point
raised by the memhar for North Perth.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: The
finaneial year of the municipalities ends on
the 31st Qctober, while that of the road
hoards ends on the 30th June. Therefors,
we shall not be interfering with the road
boards at all, and the interference with the
municipalities is not an interference with
their working, but simply with the period
during which licenses are operative. At pre-
sent the licenses under the Cart and Carriage
Act end on the 31st December, so we have
three ' different dates for the expiry of
licenses. It is strongly desired to make the
- date of expiry uniform,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Minister does
not appear to realise that municipal rates
art]a payable on the 1st Januvary and the 1st
July,

The Minister for Works:
year ends on the 31st October.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: It will mean that
people will have to pay their license fees on
different dates, and I canoot see the need for
the amendment,

Mr. THOMSON: I support the Minister’s
proposal, beeause it will mean a uniform
issue of Mcenses thromghout the State.

Mr. MUNSIE: I agree with the Minis-
ter’s proposal. If a license were issued for
12 months, just prior to this measure coming
into operation, would a rebate be allowed
for the umnexpired portion of the year?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: Fair
eredit would be allowed for the unexpired
period when the new licenss was being issued.

Mr, Munsie: This Bill does not provida
power to do that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Provision
will be made for that under the regulations.

Mr. MONEY: Existing licenses expire at
the end of Dgcember, and it will be more
convenient and desirable if licenses are still
granted for the twelve months’ period end-
ing in. December.

Hon, T. WALKER: In the southern hemi-
gphere, the firgt month of the natural year
i§ really July and, for the sake of uniform-
ity, onr licenses should be issned from the
1st July., We should avoid the eomplexity
of having one finaneial year in the Traffic
Act and another in the Municipalities Aet.

The Minister for Works: We infend to
make them all uniform, )

Hon, T, WALKER: A small measure could
be introduced making the year umform in
all these laws.

The finaneial
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The Mizister for Works: The complication
exists already. :

Hon. T. WALKER: There will be compli-
cation if the other Acts are not altered.
Simplicity eannot be secured by amending
this ¢lanse.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T still be-
licve it wise to make g step in the direction
of uniformity by amending this clause, There
are 118 road loards whose year terminates
on the 30th June, so we shall not interfere
with them. There are 29 municipalities, the
biggest being Perth, and the Perth authori-
ties have already asked us to make this alter-
ation in the financial year. I am satisfied
that, although the alteration may mean some
inconvenience to the other municipalities,
they will later on appreciate the uniformity.

|
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.90 pmi.

Mr. THOMBON: We have something like
119 road boards in Western Australia, and
of these about 107 are affiliated with the
Road Boards Association. As the financial
year ends on the 30th June, maturally it ia
the desire of the sssociation that this date
ghould be the end of the financial year, so
far as the licenses are concerned.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: That is so aceording
to the wording here. .

Hon. P, Collier: The amendment will not
affect the road beards but it will affect the
municipalities.

Hon. T. Walker: It will not affect the
municipalities a3 to their year.

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I mova a
further amendment—

That after the word ‘‘means,’' the fol-
lowing be added—*‘'the peried of 12
months ending on the 30th day of June.”’
Amendment put and passed; the clause as

amended agreed to.

Clanse 10—Fees:

Mr. PICKERING: I have an amendment
which should be on the Agenda Paper to-
day, but T only received it from the Crown
Bolicitor at the last moment. It is as fol-
lows— .

Insert a new clause to stand as Clause
12 as follows—1. Every loeal authority
shall, within the preseribed time after the
30th day of June in each year (a) deliver
to the Minister a return in writing, in the
preseribed form, of all licenses issued,
transfers- of ]ieense endorsed and license
and transfer fees recsived by the local au-
thority under this part of this Aect for the
last preceding year ending 30th June or
some portion thercof, and (b) pay to the
Minister an amount of all such fees so
received, less 10 per centum; and in de-
fault of payment sueh amount shall be
recoverable as a dehbt due by the loeal au-
thority to the Minister. 2, The aggregate
amonnt ‘received by the Minister under.the
provisions of such subsection 1 of this
section shall be divided amongst and paid
to the local amthorities throughout the



State in such shares and proportions asthe

Minister may determine.

The CHAITRMAN: I presume the lon.
memhber intends to vote against. this clause.

Mr. PICEERING: Yes. T should like the
Commities tn be cognisant of my intention
{o move the new elause,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ts this in
erder? T have no knowledge of how this
may interfere with an integral part of the
Bill,

Mr, PICKERING: I spoke to the Parlia-
nientary Draftsman on the question two days
ago, but only received the amendment on my
avrival at the House to-day.

The Minister for Works:
hien told sowething about it.

Hon, P, Collier: There is no obligation on
the part of the hon., member to do that.

The Miniater for Works: I cannot go omn
with a clavse that T have not seen.

Mr. ROCKE: I move an amendment—

That a further provieo be added after
the ficst proviso, ag follows:—*‘Provided
also that in the event of such locomotive
or traction eungine traversing a voad whilst
proceeding from one farm to another farm,
tor profit or gain, it shall not be entitled
to exemption from the provisions of this

Act.””’

This eclange provides that a locomotive or
fragtion engine used solely for agrieunltural
purposes shall have a license issued for i,
although uo fee is charged. That is a good
provigion. The clanse, however, makes no
provision for a road hoard or loeal authority
to collect feex from locomotive or traction
engines which may be hised for agricnltural
surposes along the roads Ly some machinery
society. The provise T have meved will not,
prohibit ec-operative farming or prevent onc
farmer from rendering asgistance to another,
It is for that reason I have put in the words
“¢profit or gain,’?

The MINISTER FPOR WORKS: I should
like to congider that amendment. TIf hon.
members have further amendments to move,
T am prepared to postpone conzideration of
the Bill. T cannot say what effect these
amendments niay have upon the Bill. With
the object of giving the Committee an op-
pertunity of putting amendments on the
Notice Paper, T move—

That progress be reported, and Jeave
agked to sit -again,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not think the
Minister is in order in moving that progress
he reported after having made a speech. 1
want to discuss the amendment.

The Minister for Works: We do not know
what the amendment is..

Hon. P. COLLIER: Why iz the Mmlstr:r
in eharge of the Bill if he cannot nnderatand
a simple amendment like this?

The Minister for Works: T will not pnt a
thing like this throngh.

on. P, COLLIER: If the Minister is un-
able to pilot the Bill through Committee,
let him hand it over to one of his colleagues

{191 -

I shounld have
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to put through. His present attitude is
childish and absurd. It is only playing with
the Comimittee, immedintely an amendment is
moved, to move to report progress. The
other night the Minister, becanse an amend-
ment consisting of one word was moved,
threw up the whele buginess” and said he
would report progress. If the Minister
knows why this clause is heing inserted in
the Bill, he should know whether he can
necept this amendment or not. Are we to
adjourn night after night merely because
an amendment iz moved? Tt is only making
2 farce of the whole buginess. There is noth-
ing puzzling about the amendment moved
by the member for South Fremantle, and
nothing about it which any hon, member can-
not understand,

The MINISTER TTOR WORKS: I have
notices of varions amendments from other
inembers. As it is the desire of the Govern-
ment to get the Bill throngh proporly, T felt
that if these could Dbe placed on the Notice
Paper we should have a better opportunity
of dealing with them.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have amendments to
move but do not intend to put them on the
Notice Paper, because they are simple amend-
ments which the Committee will understand.

Mr: Johnston: The amendment of the
member for Suvssex affects this clanse.

Hon, P. COLLIER: He has not moved an
amendment., It will only ¢ome up for con-
sideration at the end of the Bill. This last
amendment is elear and a child could under-
stand it.

Mr. GARDINER: 1t would be a wise thing
if notice of these mwendments was always
given. It frequently happens that amend-
ments appear to be quite clear, but if ae-
cepted on the spur of the moment they may
materially alter the effest of the Bill. When
Rir Walter James wag Premier he wonld not
aceept amendments unless notice of them
had been given. I think the leader of the
Opposition will admit that amendments have
been sprung on him from tims to time, and
he could not tell how they would affect the
general tenor of the Bill, Tt ig only courtesy
to the Minister in charge that he should he
given an epportunity of seemg how amend-
ments will affeet the Bill he is handling. TIf
this practice were followed, we might get
improved legistation,

Hon. P, COLLIER: 1t is all very well for
the hon, member to treat us to a homily of
this kind. I have never complained of any~
amendments being moved without notice. I
have always taken up the attitude of aecept-
ing or opposing an amendment. Although it
may be advisable that members should plage
amendments on the Notice Paper, T think it
is wrong to make it g rule that they must do
go. If this were the vule, and an hon. mem-
ber desired te move an amendment without
notice, the Minister in charge of the Bill conld
with some show of reason enter a protest.
Members should preserve their right to move
amendments whenever they think fit. There
may he occasions when members would prefer
not to place amendments on the Notice Paper.
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T# an amendent is placed on the Notieo
Paper, the Minister is apt to obtain the de-
partnental view of it, with the result that
his ears arc closed to argument heve. The
Minister in charge of a Bill should be able
during the course of the debate to make up
his mind whether to aecept or to oppose an
amendment, I shall support this particular
amendment, which is perfectly " simple and
quite easy to grasp. A machine travelling
from form to farm onght to pay the license
fee.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Until
you, Mr. Chairman, eourteously permitted me
to read the amendment, and until it had
heen explained by the leader of the Opposi-
tiom, I was not able to grasp its meaning.
Inder it a farmer owning more than one
farm would be liable to payment of lieense
fees in respect of his eugine if it crossed
the voad from one of his farms to the other.
Ay regurds the suggestion of the member for
Trwin, the practice he deseribes has been
follewed in this Chamber for many years.

Ton, i*, Collier: No.

The CHATRMAN: We are not discnssing
what is or is not the practice of thia Cham-
ler. We are discussing whether certain
words shall be inserted in this clanse. I take
it that the Minister wishes to withdraw his
motion te report progress.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
Motion by leave withdrawn,
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 ghall

he extremely obliged if any member having
an amendment to move will fornish me with
n copy of it

Mr. Snrithi: The neeessity for many ainend-
ments only beeomes npparent as we go along,

The MINTISTER FOR WORKS: I apgree
with the principle of the ameuwdment moved
by the memher for South Fremantle so far
ay it nffects people travelling with, say, chaff-
cutting maehines from farm to farm. How-
ever, [ have pointed cut how the amenmtlment
woulil affect a farmer having more than one
farm.

Mvr, ROCKE: In moving this amendment
without notice T intended no discourtesy to
anyove. My experience in this Chamber has
hgeri that membets move amendments just
when the necessity occurs te them. The pro-
vige T have suggested would not affect a
farmer with more than one farm, becanse he
would not be travelling with hia machine for
gain. The proviso seeks to impose the license
fee on a man travelling from farm to farm
with a maﬂhme by way of making his living.
The proviso would not, for instance, imposc
p-’n'ment of the ]mcn% fee on a farmer de-
sirous of nssisting a neighbour by lending
him a wmachine.

Mr. MONEY: The eclause as it stands
{oes not seem to be {nlly grasped by some
hon. members.  With regard to traction en-
gines, it refers to sueh englues as are ‘'nsed
solely for ploughing, v*l]ung, threshing, or
other agricultural purpose.’ A machine
uged for any other purpose, “which would in-
glude " ity ge for hire, must. pay the license
fée, TMaive the amendment -is ot required.
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My, UNDERWOOD: A farmer with, say,
a. ehaff-cutting machine on his farm keeps
that machine there, and it does not nse the
roads at all. But there are men whe take
ehaff-cutting machines along the roads from
farm to farm, and those maelines certainly
should pay the license fee.

HAen. P, Collier: Yes, There is a Perth’
firm which keeps a ehaff cutter travelling
continnally.

Mr. UNDLRWOOD It is farm work, and
tley are uging our roads. 1 think the amend-
ment is warranted.

Mr, PICKERING: There are many cartets
who have more thau one vehicle, and in the
confluet of their business they may shift their
machinery from farm to farm,

Hon. P. COLLTER: Then it does not
touch them.
My, PTCKERING: Instead of using the

word ‘profit,’’ the word ‘‘hirve’’ should he
used.  That would fill the bill. If we adopt
the songgestion of the member for South
Froanantle we impose a penalty on those who
de not degerve it. Would I he in order in
moving to nmend the amendment by substi-
tuting the word ‘‘hire’’ for ‘fprofit’’?

Hon. W. ¢ ANGWIN: There shonld be no
objection to the hon. member’s further
amendment.  The Minister pointed out the
other night that the man who carted wheat
for others should have a ecarrier's license,
and the further amendment would make -the
position clear, We are not lawyers, and un-
tortunately we do wot get the assistance of
the Iawyers in the Tlouse. It iz common
practice when an smendment is moved, and
it is wot framed in a legnl manner, for the
Government to refer it to the Solicitor Gen-
eral and afterwards snbmit it in proper form
for inelrsion when the Rill s hefore the
Logiglative Couneil.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T am
willing te aceept the amendment hut T prefer
to first of all get the opinion of the Solicitor
General, so as to make sure that we do uot
interfere with those farmers who shonld net
be interfored with. We might postpone the
consideration of the clause,

Mr, BROCKE: I am willing to withdraw
the amendment to permit of the considera-
tion of the clause heing postponed, if the
Minigter will promisge to recommit the Rill to
give me an opportunity of again submitting
the ameudment.

Hon. T. WALKER: If the clause is post-
poned or recommitted T want to have the
opportunity of moving an amendment. T
want to be assured that I will not be pre-
elded from doing this.

Mr. Johuston: I alao want to move an
amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: If the consideration
of the elause i3 pestponed hon. members
may move any amendments they like, when
it ecomeés up again for discussion.

Mr., ROCKE: On that assurance I will
withdraw my amendment,

Amendnient by leave withdrawn; .
clanse postponed.

.Claise 1l1—Apportioument of fees:

the
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Mr. NAIRN: The meaning of this-clause
is that if a license is granted, the half-
yearly fees must Le paid, even though the
license he applied for on the last month
of the year. I would like to see the words
““pro ratw’’ inserted, so as to provide that
a pro rata fee not greater than for the
period to be covered before the expiration
of the year should be paid. I move an
amendment—

That in line 6 the words ‘“one half or
the annual?’ be struck out with the view
of inserting other words.

The MINISTER FPOR WORKS: I cun
hardly imagine a person applying for a
license in the closing days of a year, but I
think we might accept the amendment, be-
vause a person should not be expected to
pay the full fee for the closing peried of
the year,

Mr. THOMSON: -The amendment is
reasouable. It will make it compulsery on
the authorities if there is, say, only oune
nmonth to run to collect only a pro rata
fee, instoad of the fee for the full period.

Amendment put and passed,

Mr. NAIRN: I
meut—

That the words
be ingerted.

Thig will provide for mouthly pro rata pay-
mengy, ulthough I think we should see that
this did not apply to fees of legs than £2,

Hou., 1. WALKER: Under the systom
favoured by the Minister, those who take
eitt licenses in the second half of the year
would lhave an advantage over those whose
licenses were issned during the first six
months of the year. If we are to have
pro rats monthly payments at all, why net
start from January? If we desire to casc
the burden we should do it proportionately
thiroughout the year, and there should be
no special advantage for those taking out
Irsenses in the seeond half of the year.

Mr. MONEY: The existing practice
under the Cart and Carriage Aect is similar
to that proposed. Auyouc taking out a
license during the second six months pays
only one half the full licensing fee. So
'ar as I know, there has been no complaint
against that system, so I think we ought to
perpetuate  it. Persons owning  high-
powered cars can well afford the fee de-
manded. I think we should be doing wrong
to @iter the practice. The diseussion of the
proposul savours of wasting time,

Mr, NATRN: Anything the hon. member
docs not agree with 18 wasting the time of
the House. To¢ me it seems wasting the
time of the Houde that the hon, mewmber
should Le here at all. Tt is o question, not
of how mueh can be extracted from a
licensee, but of how much is fair, Some or
thesc fcey ropresent £25 per anpum. Noi
everyone who owns a ear is a millionaire,
Muany boy ecars on the hirc-purchase sys-
tem, with a view to earning a living by
tliose curs.

meve a further amend-

““a monthly pro rata’’
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: Instead
of going to the extreme of a monthly pro
rata, it would be wiser to provide =a
quarterly pro rata. Persounally I am in-
clined te think that a half-yearly pro rata
would meet the case.

Mr. NAIRN: To adopt a quarterly pro
rata would involve the re-drafting of the
whole clanse. In view of the faet that
many cars engaged in carrying either
passengers or goods ure being acquired on
the hire-purchase system, it is only right
that we should make the pro rate a monthly
oue.

Mr. Pickering: T think a quarterly pro
rata would meet the case.

Amendment put and o division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes .. . .13
Noes e .. .. 18
Majority agaiust .. @
Avus,
Mr. Angwin s Mr. Lambert
Mr. Brown Mr, Nalrn
Mre Chesson Mr. Smith
Mr. Collier Mr. Thomason
Mr. Davies Mr. Walker
Mr. Durack Mr. Green
Mr. Joues (defler.}
NOES.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Money
Mr. Duif Mr. Pickering .
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Piesse
Mr. Geurge Mr. Pilkington-
Mr. Grifiths .. Mr. .Rocke
Mr. Harrisen Mr. Scaddan -
Mr. Hickmott Mr.. Troy
Mr. Johuaton Mr. Willmott
Mr. Mitchell - Mr. Hardwick
) (Tclier.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr, NATEN: T move an amendment—

That after ‘“only’’ in line 5 the words
‘“a quarterly pro rata fee’’ be insertea.

Amendment put and passed; the clanse
as amended agreed to.

Glause 12—Apportionment of
tween distriets:

Mr. ROCKE: The clause
that if licenses are issued in one dis-
trict and the wehicles licensed are used
wholly or mainly in another distriet, the
local authority of that distriet may claim
the fees from the local aunthority that
issned the licenses: But this deals
with only two classes of licenses, namely,
those for earrying passengers for hire
and those for ecarrying goods. In my
opinion it ought to apply to all licenses. I
move an amendment—

That in lines 3 and 4 of Subelause 1,
the words ‘‘used for the carriage of pas-
sengers for hire, or the carringe of goods
for reward’’ be struek out.

fees he-

provides
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Hon, W. . ANGWIN: I gliould like the
Minister to explain how it will be possible
to work the clause at all. Most of the
vehicles licensed in Perth to earry goods for
reward are used outside of Perth. Tt would
seem that the Minister realises the necessity
for pooling all the fees collected in the
metropolitan area. The Minister has in-
sorted this clause as a bit of camonflage
for the outside local anthorities, who will
have to maintain roads for the use of Perth
and Fremantle traffic while the latter bodies
colleet the fees,

Mr, Thomson: They do 80 now.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Yes, but it is
wrong, Take the motor cars on the rank
in St. George’s-terrace, probably one-fifth
of them would supply all the requirements
of Perth. They are mostly nsed outside of
Perth.. Similarly, the motor lorries licensed
in Perth are used to earry goods to the sub-
urbs. It wonld not pay to keep them to run
merely within a few yards of the city es-
tablishments which own them. The clanse-ig
unworkable and impossible of application.
It mnay prove a good thing for business in
the law courts.

The Minister for Works:
work out all right.

Heon, W. G, ANGWIN:
if the local authorities disregard if.
will the Minister do if disputes arisc?

The Minister for Works: Digputes arise
gven in this Chambar,

Hon. P. Collier: Ol no, they are friendly
discussions.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister is
the only member who has waxed warm over
this Biil. Disputcs are bound to arise under
this clanse. The Miniater should adopt the
pooling system for the metropolitan . area.
Tt is. the only just system to the local auth-
orities and the only one whieh. will give
patisfaction. I regret that we cannot fol-
low the English practice of imposing an ex-
cisge duty on petrol so that the owners of
heavy motor lorries would contribute more
adequately to the maintenance of main
roads; but excise doty could he inposed
only by the Faderal Government, T realise
that the Minigter iz adopting the liue of
least resistance, secing that the Legislative
Couneil has turned down the Traffic Bill on
two previous ocecasions.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: The
hon. member is quito correct. If T could see
u possibility of getting the Bill, with the
pooling provision inclnded, through hoth
Houses, T would insert it. But I know the
Bill will not go through another place if
the pooling system is restored. Pooling is
the ouly equitable way to deal with the li-
cense fees and, in my opinion, the only
honest way, in order that the woney may
be used in the distriets where the work is
done,

Mr. Mungie: Let us try it.

The MINISTER FPOR WORKS:
the Parth-Fremantle-road.
Road Board has about two and a half
miles of that road to keep in repair and

I think it will

Probably it wille
What

Take

The Claremont
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there is only one vehicle licensed in the dis-
trict. At least, that was the position two
years ago. Yet this hoard is supposed to
maintain that long section of a 13-mile road
out of its meagre revenue. Of the total
traffic on the Perth-Fremantle-road, 45 per
cent. origivates in Perth. I travel on that
road morning and night, and see great motor
lorries, somne laden with beer and others
with merchandise, passing out of Perth
along the road. Tt 8 unfair to the smaller
road bhoards to have to maintain a road,
destroyed by traffic which does not con-
tribute o single cent towards its share of
the maintenance. In the Old Country, the
toll bar system nsed to operate, but that
wag abolished because it hampered traffic.
Bomething is needed to equitably distribute
the burden, and the pooling of fees ia the
best method. If an hon, member will move
to insert the pooling provisiom, T shall ae-
cept it, but I wish to get the Bill through
Parliament.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister has
heen arguing against the clause. He says
the pooling principle was embodied in a Bill
passed by this Chamber on two former oc-
castong, and that it is the only fair and
equitable system, T Dbelieve a majority of
this Homse is with' him in that opinion. The
only reason why the pooling provision has
bheen opmitted from this Bill is because the
Minister fears, or knows the measnre will
not pass another place.

The Minister for Works:
thrown out twice.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I hope this House
will not adopt the attitude of framiag its’
legislation in aceordance with what it be-
licves will meet with endorsement in
another place. Sueh a prineiple as that
shoulil not be allowed to creep into this
Chamber. We mugt stand by what we believe
to be fair and equitable and best for all
concerned, and chanee how it fares in
unother place. No doubt there will be some
difficulty in getting the pooling provision
through another place, but this only serves
to indicabte that legislation in this Housge
is very often influenced or coloured by the

1t has Dheen

‘reception it is anticipated such Jegislation

will receive in another, place,

Hon. T. Walker: Tt goes np mutilated,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, we pass out of
cur hands work we do not endorse or agree
with, simply that it might have a better
opportunity to get through another place.
There have been some changes in another
place sinee the former Traffic Bills were
under congideration. I do not know how
far those changes might affect the adop-
tion of this prineiple, but it is our clear
duty to send up a Bill which we believe
to be fair and equitable and then, if
snother place sees fit to make any amend-
ments, we can consider them.

Mr. Toley: The strongest opponents
there have gone.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T do not ecare if
another place were unanimously sagainst
the proposal. 1t is our duty to send it om,
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br presently we shall reach the stage when
we ghall send up nothing we believe in,
and therehy shall band over the legislation
of this couutry to the Legislative Couneil.
I hope this clause will be strack out, and
that the pooling clanse which appeared in
the Bil} ou the former occasions will he
inserted in lieu.

Mr. THOMSON: T hope thig clanse wilk
not be struck out becanse we have no
guarantee that the pooling clause will be
inserted.

Hon, P, Collier: Those who vote to strike
vut - this clause will support the other.

Mr, THOMSON: T believe in pooling tue
fees, but country members should realise
that this is a matfer affecting the metro-
politan area, This clause was suggested hy
the Koad Board Conference. Out of 119
road boards in the State, 107 are affiliated
with the Road Bourd Association, and the
Committee should take notite of a recom-
mendation from sueh a body. A vehicle
travelling for hire may be licenged in one
district, and yet be engaged for wuine
tnonths of the year in another distriet;
practically tearing the roads to pieees.

Fign. . Collier: This Bill provides for
cagey of that kind.

Mr, THOMSON: I alm aware of that. 1t
is not fair for one road hoard to collect
the whole of ihe fees and for others to get
nothing. In the case of the Perth-
Fremantle voad it is the large
wagons wlhich constitute most of the traffie,
and are really trading in opposition to the
railway. ’

The Minister for Mines: They ought not
to he allowed to do so.

Mr. THOMSON: We have no guarantee
that wé shall have a pooling of the fees.

Hon, P. COLLIER: If the Committee
think the clauge ought to stand in order
that the road board distriets that are
affected may receive some redrvess, I would
point out that the object can be achieved
by passing it. The Act of 1913 says that
notwithstanding anything therein betore
done the Minister shall be the licensing
anthority of any district and sub-distriet
comprised in the metropolitan aren. By
passing this we could still adopt the pool-
jug pringiple for the metropolitan area. At
the same time I fear the clause will be a
sonrce of litigation, and that & magistrate
will find it diffiealt to deccide whether a
vehicle is Dbeing used whelly or mainly in
that leeality in which it has been licensed.
If members think that some road boards
will obtain a measure of justice under this
clause, I have no objection to if,

Mr. MUNSIE: T trust the clause will be
allowed to remain. I wani to see the pool-
ing principle adopted for the metropolitan
area. I would point out that it would also
apply to the Kalgooriie and Boulder Road
Boards. There are 43 motors licensed to
garry pasgsengers hetween Kalgoorlie and
Boulder. About a quarter of a mile of that
roud belongs to the Boulder municipality,

motor,
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and a little over that lemgih helongs to the
Kalgoorlie municipality, and the remaining
portion of the road helongs to the loeal
road  board  which dervives very little
revenne from it,  If the clause goes through
this road bhoard will be entitled to a fair
share of the revenue dorived from these
Gars,

Mr, PILEINGTON: Thare will be great
difficulty in getting a share for the road
boards under this ¢lause. It is not easy to
prove that n vehicle is used mainly in a
particular road board district.

Mr, MUNBLE: If we do not put through a
clause something like this these rond boards
will get nothing.

My, PICKERING: I was told that this
cluvse would save the pesition, but it is
like a red rag to a bull. No one is satisfied
with it. The wisest course will be to have
a. general pool for the whole State, and not
confing the principle to Perth and its eu-
vironments. The clause is valueless and will
lend to endless litigation. T shall vote
agninst it.

Mr, UNDBRWOOD: I shall vote aguinst
the clause, which is unworkuble. The maem-
ber for Haunans coulil not have ¢uoted a
hetter instauce of the waste that goes on
in Joeal government civeles than that of e
traflic between Kalgoorlie nad RBowvlder, His
desire evidently is to give these three loeal
governing hodlies someihing to  squabhle
ahout, He has not thoughi about abolishing
twe of them.

Mre., Munsie: I have put that forward on
the pubiie platform.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: There ave other parts
of the State hegides that and there are other
reople who have more sense than these peo-
ple. It might be advisable to divide the
State into two or three.sections for pooling
purposes. That is the only fair way of dis-
tributing the money obtained from these
license’ -fees:

Alr. THOMSBON: Iyam rather in favour of
pooling as a gendral principle, but what will
the distriets gain by it¥ Some hon. members
support the principle for what they think
their Qistricts are going to get out of it
The roar hoards concerned in this matter are
doubtful abont the pooling pringiple and
liave advoeated that now under review. Do
the members for Sussex and Swan know
how mueh their distriets would get out of
the pooling system?

The Minigter for' Works: The fees come to
about £20,000 a year,

Mr. THOMSON: One road beard at leask
in my electorate would lose considerably
through the pocling system. It was my de-
sire to have a select committee on this Bill
in order that consideration might be given
to the: various: questions involved in it. As
the Roads Board Association is in favour
of the clause I think we should aceept it.

Mr, ROCKE: I have already moved an
amendihent to strike out the words ‘“unsed
for the carringe of passengers for hire,
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or the carringe of pgoods for reward.'’
The olyjeet of the amendment is to secure
spine  meagure of Justice, which admittedly
iv refnsed to-docal governing bodies. In the
operatiot of thiz clavse there will bhe many

difienlties aud dangers, but 1 shouid not like -

to sec it entively struck out wuless there, is
an assuvange that a pouling elunse will be
insertud. I {lesire the inclusion of the licenseés
of all wheeled vehicles.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T hope
the Comumittee will not carry the amemd-
ment, which will certainly eomplicate mat-
terg very much. The eclause us it stands
will not place the road boards in any diffi-
culty. The sleeper-carting and carriage of
tuart logs over the vouds of the Sussex and
Murray-Wellington districts cut the roads fo
picces and broke down the bridges, and yet
those districts did not roceive one penny of
the lcense fees paid by the vehicles used.
What 8 needed is that the road hoards should
veceive a proper proportion of the license
fees.  As regards moter car traffic, the peo-
ple of my distriet would be ouly too pleased
it all the mnotors owned in Western Aus-
tralia Eravelied there, becnwse the ocenpants
of the motor cars bring revenwe, TIn that
connection T need only instance Mandurah
and Busselton, Auny dange done by motor
cars is aniply compensated by such revenue.

Mr., MONEY: [f the principle of this
clange i good to apply to velicles lat ouf
w the earriage of passengers or gooda for
hire, then it is good to apply te all motor
var traffie, and in fact ‘all vehicular traffic.
That prineiple should bhe embodied in the
clause.

Ameundment put and passed.

My, THOMSON ;. Therc seems to be a geu-
cral impresgion that this clause shonld he
struck out.

Hon. T. Walker: No,
clauge, and have the other
Lodied as a new clanse.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 intend to ﬁght for the
retention of the clinse. There are in West-
ern Awstralin 20 mouicipalities and 110 road
hoards, and the total annual rcvenue they
derive from license fees 1s approximately
£20,000.

Mr. Smith: TUnder
will be double that.

My, THOMSON: But the principle re-
maing the same, and the percentage will work
out in cexactly the same ratio. Perth collected
in ope year fees totalling £4,016, and the
Katanning Road Boeard in my clectorate col-
lected £467 in one year. I want to know why
my constituents should accept the proposed
pooling system.

Mr, 8mith: The fees will he distributed at
the discretion of the Mimister.

The CHAIEMAN: This elauge makes no
reference to pooling,

Mr: THOMSBON: But one of the reasons
advanced for the striking ont of this elause
is that a pooling clanse ought to be inserted.

We can retain the
suggestion em-

this new measure it

[ASSEMBLY.] -

The CHAIRMAN: Why not discnss the
principle of pooling when it comes up?

Mr. THOMSON: Then it might be too
late, So far as I can gather, under the pool-
ing system the Katanning Roads Board, in-
stead of receiving £467, would receive only
£130. I can quite understand the member
for Sussex supporting the pooling systems,
as the whole of the fees collected in his
distriet

The CHAIRMAN: I must ask the hoa.
menber to eonfine himself to the principles
of Clause 12, If the hon. wiember can show
tae in Clanse 12 anything referring to pool-
ing, X shall be greatly obhliged.

Mr., THOMSON: I cannot point to any-
thing in that clanse referring to pooliug.

The CHAIRMAN: T e¢aunot allow the
hon. member to discuss under this clause the
uestion of pooling.

Mr. THOMSON: With regavd to the pro-
posal of the member for Sussex

Mr. Pickering: TIs the hon. member in
order in discussing a subject that I have not
yet hrought forward?

The CHAIRMAN: No,

Mr. THOMSON: The wember for Sussex
gave unotice of an awendment when we were
dealing with Clause 10, and I congider I am
justifie] in referring to it.

The CHAIRMAN: I will ask the hon.
nmember to diseuss the clanse as it is printed,

and mot a matter that has not )et come he-

fore the Conunittec.

My THOMSON: Some road boards will
pain more by having this system brought
into existence. Oune particular Doard in the
BSouth-West Divigion, which is a strong sup-
porter of the pooling system—if 1 may dare
to mention the pooling systew again—oniy
collected £13 from licenses. We van there-
fore understand why boards are anxious to
liave the clause deleted. T hope members
will support the clause as it stands.

Hon. W, O, ANGWIN: I have listened for
argnments in sopport of the clause, but the
only ones I have heard have come from the
member for Katarming. I ask hon. members
how is it going to be proved that any vehicle
is going to be used wholly or mainly in other
districts?

Mr. Thomson: The Minister
gave- yon an instance.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The effect of the
elause will be to provide fees for lawyers.
1t will certainly prove unworkable.

Clause as amended put and a divigion
taken with the following resuli:—

for Works

Ayes .. .. .. 6
Noes . . ..o 32

Majority against .. 26

AvEs.
Mr. Money Mr. Thomeson
Mr. O'Loghlen Mr. Griffiths
Mr. Piesso- (Telicr.)
Mr. Rocke '
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NoEes.
Mr. Aogelo ALr. Tones
Mr. Angwin Mr. Lambert
Mr. Brown Mr. Mitehell
Mr, Chesson Mr. Mullany
Mr. Collier Mr. Munsie
Mr. Dnvies Mr. Nairn
Mr. Draper Mr. Pickering
Mr. Duff Mr. Pilkington
Mr, Durack Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Foley Mr. Bmith
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Troy
Mr. George Mr. Underwaod
Mr. Gresn Mr, Willmott
Mr. Harrison Mr. Wilson
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Hardwick
Mre. Hudson (Teller.)
Mr. Johnsaton

Clanse thus npegatived.
(Mange 13—O0bligation tn grant licenses:

Mr. ROCKE: The clause provides that
it shall not be competent for a loval auth-
ority to refuse to grani any license under
this part of the Aet in respect of any
vehicle, to an applieant tendering the pro-
per fee unless the vehicle is unfit for use
ete, Tt scems to me that the elause is in-
complete. 1t does not say who is o deelare
the vehicle to be unfit. The worids ‘‘in the
apinion of such loeal anthority '’ shonld he
arfded.

Hon. . Collier: That is obvions.

Mr. ROCKE: T desire to make it elear.

The Minister for Works: Tt is quife
elear.

Mr. SMITH: I wonld like to know who
is rosponsible for drafting paragraph (£).

Whoever did draft it could not have heen
imbued with any ides of rrogross, and he
must have been a believer in monopolies, T
do not suppese the Minister was respounsible
for it. Tt is provided that a license shall

-not be refused unless. . . .. the nnmber of
licenses issuned has wveached the preseribed
limit, or the reasonable requirements of the
nublie do unot justify thz granting of the
license.
it will establish a monopoly. We want the
puhlic to pet the benefit of ecompetition. The
law of supply and demand about which we
hear so much is the law that shonld vegn-

Inte the number of vehicles. Tf we pass this
alanse it will mean that some firm or person
will seenre a license” for a ramshackle ve-
hicle and will prevent any other person com-

ing along with up to date vehicles and
seenring a license. T wmove an aumendment—

That in paragraph (£) the words ‘‘or
the number of licensey jssued has reached
the preseribed limit, or the reasonable re-
qonirements of the public do not justify
the granting of the license’’ be struck out

The MINISTER TFOR WORES: The
reason why this was ingeried is that it was
aonsidered the loeal authority would have
not only a knowledee of what s reqwired,
but a sense of fair play also. The idea is
that the wolume of traffic in regard to pas-
senger  vehirles being known, it shonld he
poagible so to regulate the licenges as to as-

This will do away with competition; -

431

.sureg a decent living to those in the, ealling,
instead of having twice the number of
vehigles required. The provision was inserted
at the request of some of the road hoards,
I do not see any of the dangers which fhe
hon. membker fears. :

Mr. BROWN: T zoppotrt the amendment
in view of the faet that thus far the Gow-
ormment have never spgpested the limita-
tion of any business. This will affect the
carriers’ business, anc those ecarviers now
licensed will be given a virtual monopoly
ot the business in their towns, no competi-
tion being allowed, Tt i1 not for the local
anthority to say whether there is ronmm for
another eomjetitor in the earrying husiness.

My, TROY: ¥ should he afraid of a limi-
tation if the loeal anthovity had no power
to limit the charges. To impose n limitn-
tion of licenses without providing also that
the Heensces shovld be compelied to ply their
calling at reasonable rates, would he dan-
gerous,

The Minister for
done by regulation.

Mr. TROY: Tn that case T am in faveur
of lmitation, for the reason that a lot of
these eallings are avererowded. There arve
in Perth no fewer than 16 insuranee com-
panies  and  in  vensequence the rates are
kept np on the pringiple that, there heing
iusutficient busin2ss for all, high rates are
cssential. 1 agree with the limitation of
Jiceusies, providing the Toeal anthority limnits
also the charges.

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: [ hope hon. mom-
bers will agree 40 the elnuse as it stands,
The Fremantle local a thorvities have raised
approximately £200,000 for the porpoese of
providing tramway eommupication.  Modern
nwotor  ommibnses are carable of enterins
into serious comyetition with frawg, I the
Fremantle trians, which provide for the reas-
onagble requirements of the peaple, are sub-
jected to seriors competition, additiona
rates will be necessary to make up the loss
of traffic on the trams. Tf the tramways
are providing for the rveasonable rejuire-
ments of the people there should beg no room
for motor omnihuses. -

Mr., Swith: The Perth trams are not able
te carry the traffie. .

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Becausc the Gov-
ornment ecanot find the money necessary for
the proper operation of the trams. The hon.
member knows well what is wrong with th~
Terth trams. He has consistently agitatel
for penny sections, beeause he wanted to got
2 little popnlarity  at the expense of th»
f5tate, The loeal anthorities should haes
power to limit the iss~e of licenses in the
intorests of those already supplying reasnn-
ahle regutivements,

Works: That ean he

[Mr. Foley took the Chair.)

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T intend to support
the amendment. The publie are best able to
regalate the number of vehicles required.
We have never thought of restricting the
number of shops in a particular line of
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trade, Why, then, should we worry about
the number of public vehicles? The argn-
ment used Ly the member for North-East
Fremantle is a truly extraorcdinary one, rem-
iniseent of the troglodytes. If the publie
gan be better served hy motor huses than by
trams, the poblic are entitled .te have motor
huses, If we, with all our organisations,
ennnot give the publie a better tram servive
than ¢un sowe private enferprise, then our
trams are not being run on the right lines,
and a little competition might improve them,
But there arc other parts of Western Ans-
tralia than Perth and Fremantle, and the
Pill applies to carriers with camels in out-
haek distriets. T can see the possibility of
ronsiderable restriction in the carrying trade
in the bugh eountry, and T hope the amend-
ment will be carvied.

Mr. SMITH: The member for North-East
Tremantle (Mr, Angwin} was rather unfor-
tunate in quoting the Perth trams. Ome of
the reagons why I urge the amendment is
that the people of Perth are not getting an
eifeient servico.  The number of people
wha walk is greater than the number who
ride in the trams. With the progress made
in motor traffie, there is a possibility of an
cfficient motor ’hng serviee being established
which would be of benefit to the publie, To
shut out publie conveniences of this kind
would be deplorable indeed. If the trams at
Premantle ave as well conducted as the hon,
member would have us believe, there iz na.
fear of opposition there. The facilities which
tha amended elange would offer might be of
advantage to other distriets.

Mr, FHudson: The public have control of
the loeal authority.

Mr, SMTUIH: Vested interests are very
hard to contend against onee vehicles have
Lieen licensed.

Mr. Hudson: You arc assuming that the
facal aunthority would abuse its power.

Mr., SMITH: Yes, we can find instances
ot it every day. The law of supply and de-
maund will provide sufficient protection for
the local authorities. The greater the com-
petition, the better it will be for everyoue.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: Under such condi-
tions there would not be much encourage-
ment to improve the Perth trams,

Mr, SMITH: Why shonld we limit the
number of ~*buges and other like conveniences
any more than the number of newspapers,
hakers, butchers or earriers?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I think they shonld
all be limited to make things cheaper.

Mr. SMITH.: To limit them would be abh-
surd. T Thope the amendment will be ae-
eentad,

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: If the amendment
is earried, it might affect the Government
soriously because they will be inviting op-
position to their tramways in Perth,

Mr. Money: There is none now, and there
iz no restriction.

Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN:
that.

Mr. Moncy: But this applies to the whole
State.

I am aware of

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Outside of Perth,
there i3 no other place, except Fremantls
and perbaps Claremont, likely to be affected.

Mr. Sndth: Then the travelling publie
gshould be given proper wecommodation.

Mr. Hndson: You have to trust the loanl
authority to do ita duty.

Tlon, W. C. ANGWIN: There is no an-
conragement to give proper accommodation.
The only way by whieh local aunthoritics
enuld cope with an opposition service would
by to allow the roads to get into disrepair.

Mr., Smith: They mnst do more than main-
tain bare accommodation.

The CHATRMAN: Hon. members shonid
arderstand that they must not earry on eon-
verzations across the Houge, Tf the hon. mem-
her ig allowed to procecd without interrup-
‘om, we shall make better prograss.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: The only reason
why the Perth tramways are not up to date
is that it was impossible to effect renewnls
an account of the war,

Mv, Hudson: Undonbtedly.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: It is due more to
geoll luek than to good management that
apy tramway system in the State iz run-
ning to-day.

My, 8mith: I admit that.

Hon. W. Q. ANGWIN: It has been almost
impossible to obtain material to keep the
trams and equipment in good working
order. The Government should not be
hlamed if the system is not up to date.
Rather they shonld be praised for having
done o well in carrying on during the war.
Tt is a wonder that one half of the cars
were not thrown out of commission, The
Ciovernment bave not been able to get rails.

The CHATRMAN: T do not think the
Jien. member is in order in straying so far
fream the subject. The question of rails
has nothing to do with the amendment.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The hou. member
kas moved to strike out eertnin words, in-
cluding ‘‘or the reasonable requirements
of the public do not justify the granting
of the license.’’ In Perth and Fremantle,
the reasonable requirements of the public
could not he maintained efficiently in con-
sequence of the war, In London, motor
‘buses have been knocking out the trams.
Why? Beeause there are pood roads for
the ’buses to run on,

Mr, 8mith: There ara other reasons,

Mr. Momncy: Everybody wanta good
roads,
Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: How ean good

voads be provided if the loeal authorities,
after having mortgaged their revenune
largely to lay down tramway systems, have
to contend against opposition®? We should
nuot compel local authorities te license out-
giders to set up in oppesition against under-

- takings on whieh the ratepayera’ money is

heing expended. A vehiele to ecarry pas-
sengers may be licensed for £1, but such a
vehicle ‘wonld bhe tun only during the busy
times of the day. Supposing a few motor
‘buses were run in opposition to the Perth-

* Subiaco trams, they would probably be put
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on at the only time the trams were able to
get their full complement of passengers.
Wonld the ’buses be rTun during the slack
periods of the day when the cars must be
kept running¥ No, and there is mo pro-
vision to compel oppoesition concerns to pro-
vide conveniences during the slack hours of
the day.

My, Smith:
atrike was on?

Hor. Wi C, ANGWIN: The result wounld
be that finally we should revert to the same
conveniences as exist to-day.

Mr. Smith: When the strike wag om, pri-
vate ‘buses ran all day.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Many of the
vehicles carried people free and many
people walked. It would be detrimental
to the State, which has expended so much
meney on the Perth tramways, to allow
private companies to operate in opposition.

Mr, Smith: There are other places be-
sides Porth.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: There is no other
place the hon. member can meuntion, exeept
perhaps Fremantle and Kalgoorlie.

Mr. Smith: Albany, Bunbury, and Ger-
aldton.

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: The hon. member
cannot mention any other place where a
continuong service is being. runm,

Mr. Hudson: Yon must conclude that the
local authority would abuse its power.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: The local auth-
crity would have no option in the matter.
A body of this description is elected by the
ratepayers. '

My, Smith: There are other people elected
by the ratepayers.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: There are soma
reople who would like to overrnle the ma-
jority of the ratepayers if they coumld. If
the loeal avthorities do not act fairly and
justly, there is an oppertunity afforded of
dispensing with the services of their mem-
bers every year. Surely that is sufficient.
In eertain instances this will do an injury to
the funds of the State and the funds ex-
pended by the local authorities. The Mel-
ville Roads Board has just expended £13,000
on opening up the district. When a litile
traffic has been brought there the hon. mem-
ber wants to make it compulsory that a
license should be granted to a private com-
peny to run their own service. The rate-
payers them, although they have assisted in
bearing the cost of the tramline, would have
to eontinue to pay additional rates instead of
the tramline paying for itself. The Fre-
mantle trams have been running for 10 years
and have never paid their way. Last year’s
loss was .£630. If only half a dozen motor-
cars commenced to run along the tram route
between, say, Fremantle and East Fremantle,
at the hours of five and six at night, and

What happened when the

seven and eight in the morning, the tram--

ways wonld lese a conple of thousand ponnds.
Mr. Smith: What is the use of quoting
improbable cases?

[20]
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Ion, W. C. ANGWIN: This is what would
happen. Local authorities, having pledged
the ratepayers to a certain expenditure,
should have power to say whether reasonable
requiremeints are being provided for the pub-
lie, and be in a position to refuse to grant
licenses in opposition to their own service.

Mr. Smith: Are you in faveour of a loecal
monopoly ¢

Hon. W. ¢ ANGWIN: I am in favour of
giving reasonable requirements to the public.
If the loeal authorities fail in this they
should be compelied to give licenses to some-
ane else to do the work, Can the hon. mem-
ber want more than that® TIf these words
are struck out an injustice will be done to
the ratepayera.

Mr. TROY: I am not supporting the
clause altogether for the reasona given by the
member for North-East Fromantle, who ia to
be complimented wpon his championship of
the clause. If we follow his arguments to a
logical conclusion we must adopt obsolete
methodz for all time in the country. The
Perth and Fremantle tramways conmstitute a
people’s monopely, and such an enferprise
must be protected against unfair competi-
tion, .

Mr, Ngirn: That ig what keeps us poor in
Australia.

Mr. TROY: We nationalise and monopolise
in order to give conveniences to the people as
cheaply as possible. When a community is
called upon to provide conveniences, which
must be run at a loss, that community shouid
be protected against unfair competition. Tn
the onthback districts most of the control in |
local governing matters is held by the busi-
ness people, which leads to intrigue in the
way of Nmiting licenses. I know of one man
in partieular who is an agent in the ecarrying
buginess, and as he owns nine-tenths of the
horges in the district all the goods that have
to be carried are carried by him, Before a
loeal authority can refuse a license it must
be satisfied that the requirements of the pub-
lie are such as not to justify the granting of
a license. If a licensé is wrongfully refused,
recourse can be had to the eourts.

Mr. Smith: Why put peopls to that ex-
pense?

Mr. TROY: If a number of business men
entered into collusion to limit licenses for
their own purposes, I feel sure there would
be strong opposition against them, and that
the eourt would prevent an injustice being
done.

Mr, Smith: Do you want to make peaple
fight for their rights?

Mr. TROY: We have to do that now.
We ought to protect to a reasonable degree
the conveniences provided by the people,
particularly when these are being run for
the publi¢ advantage and at a loss to the
people.  They should also be protected
against unfair eompetition.

Mr. Smith: That does not apply to the
trams, They are making a huge profit and
are not giving the necessary conveniences,
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Mr. TROY: The rerth tramways are not
controlled by the loeal authority, which 1s
not interested in refusing licenses. It has
no regpomsibility in the matter and would
be entitled to grant licenses without end.
We can have too many people living on an
oecupation in which they ¢annot obtain a
reagonable livelihood. We have only to
ingtance the number of motor cars in Perth
and suburbs waiting to be hired. In order

to live these drivers have to charge more .

than reasonable rates, and can combine to-

gether to see that this eharge is impoased.

With all the possibilities of abuse, the loeal
authorities ¢an be trusted and should be
trusted.

Mr, PICKERING : Latterly the DPerth
tramways could not be kept up fo the de-
sired standard of efficiency becanse .of the
war.

Mr, Smith: They were the same before
the war, \

Hon., W, C. Angwin: They were
taken over just before the war.

Mr. PICKERING: Thizs clause L,Inight
provide for an appeal fo the Minister.
Thkat would do away with the necessity for
an appeal to a court of law.

Mr. DAVIES: I support the clause as it
stands, because we ghould not rob the local
authorities of all their powers in a matter
of this nature. For the sake of comparison,
I may point out that the Health Act givea
a local board of health the right to deter-
mine whether or not a trade shall be com-:
menced in its distriet. For example, the
establishment of the Mt. Lyell works at
North Fremantle and of the Cuming, Smith
works at Guildford was at the discretion
of the loeal boards of health; and these are
works employing hundreds of men,

The CHATRMAN: T would ask the hon.
member not to continue on that line of
argument unless ho proposes to show what
powers loeal boards of health have in the
licensing of vehicles.

Mr. DAVIES: Asg regards the creation
of monopolies, I consider it is well. some-
"times not to grant too many licenses in a
distriet,

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

only

Ayes .. 12
Noes 17
Majority against 5
AYES.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Plesse
Mr. Duft Mr. Smith
Mr. Durack Mr. Thomsoh
Mr. Johnston Mr. Underwood
Mr. Money Mr, Wilson
Mr. Nairn Mr. Brown,

{Teller.}

[COUNCIL,]

Noag,
Mr, Angwin Mr. Jones
Mr. Chesson Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Davies  Mr. Munsie
Mr. Draper Mr. O’'Loghlen
Mr, George Mr. Pickering
Mr. Green Mr. Rockb
Mr. Grifiths Mr. Troy
Mr, Harrison Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Hickmott (Peiler.)

Amendment thus negatived.
Clausé put and passed.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.26 p.m.
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The PRESTDENT took the Chair at 4.30

p.n., and read prayers,
'

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY—PRESENTATION.

The PRESIDENT: I have to inform the
Houge that in company with the mover and.
the seconder of the Address-increply, I
waited this inorning on His Excellency the
Governor and presented to him the Address-
in-reply. His Excellency has been pleased
to forward the following reply to the Ad-
droggi— ]

Mr. President and hon, members of the
Legislative Council—In the name and on
behalf of His Most Gracious Majesty the
King, I thank you for your Address,
(Bignea) William  Ellison-Macartney,
Governor.

MESSAGE—ASSENT TO SUPPLY
EILIL.

Message from the Governor received aud

read assenting to Supply Bill (No. 1)
£1,561,000.



